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The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside of your state or by means 

which may be accessed outside of your state, including the Internet, during the 

month of October. 
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Less Difficult Topics 

 
1. Will congressional Republicans gain political advantage from the debate over the 

Iran nuclear deal? 
 
2. Where should the American nuclear power industry store its growing stockpiles 

of waste? 
 
3. Is Donald Trump’s current popularity enough to carry him through the primary 

season? 
 
4. Who is the best Republican candidate to challenge Donald Trump’s dominance 

of the primary field? 
 
5. Will the controversy over Hillary Clinton’s email derail her candidacy? 
 
6. Could Bernie Sanders prove to be an effective Democratic nominee? 
 
7. Is the United States doing enough to face the threat posed by ISIS?  
 
8. Should the United States admit a larger number of refugees from the Middle 

East and North Africa? 
 
9. Which presidential candidate has best responded to the criticisms of the “Black 

Lives Matter” movement? 
 
10. Should betting on Fantasy Football and other “fantasy sports” be banned? 
 
11. How important is Twitter in the presidential race? 
 
12. Is it time for the military to allow for unrestricted involvement of women in combat 

situations? 
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13. Could a four-day school week improve K-12 education? 
 
 
More Difficult Topics 
 
1. Will virtual reality devices be the next major leap in the American technology 

business? 
 
2. What is the significance of President Obama’s decision to change the name of 

Alaska’s Mount McKinley? 
 
3. Which Presidential candidate has the most workable immigration policy? 
 
4. Was the Pentagon’s investment in the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter a bad one? 
 
5. Has legalized marijuana been good or bad for the State of Colorado? 
 
6. Should the Obama administration make overtures to Vladimir Putin to improve 

relations with Russia? 
 
7. Should workers be legally allowed to avoid paying dues to labor unions? 
 
8. Should county clerks be required to issue same sex marriage licenses, even if 

doing so conflicts with their religious beliefs? 
 
9. Which GOP presidential candidate has the best chance of capturing votes from 

minority groups? 
 
10. Should Congress lift the ban on exports of crude oil from the United States? 
 
11. Can Scott Walker’s proposed restrictions on unions gain support among 

Republican voters? 
 
12. Is Uber the dangerous business its critics claim? 
 
International 
 
Less Difficult Topics 
 
1. Should EU countries further relax restrictions on the entry of migrants from war-

torn nations? 
 
2. What can the government of Nepal do to curb increasing ethnic violence? 
 
3. Is it time for Japan to take a more active role in Asian military affairs? 
 
4. Will political demonstrations result in significant reform in Iraq’s government? 
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5. Should the EU accelerate the path to membership for countries in the western 
Balkans? 

 
6. Will the AK Party regain control over Turkey’s government in newly called 

elections? 
 
7. Can Greece’s Alexis Tsipras maintain power despite his support of unpopular 

austerity measures? 
 
8. Is Angela Merkel the most important leader in Europe? 
 
9. Can anything cause China to abandon its support for its naughty North Korean 

neighbor? 
 
10. Will the plan for inspecting Iran’s nuclear facilities work? 
 
11. Has Xi Jingping convinced his fellow Chinese that he has a firm grip on power? 
 
12. Is Nigeria making any progress in combatting Boko Haram? 
 
13. Is the National Front becoming a powerful force in French politics? 
 
 
More Difficult Topics 
 
1. Is the decline in the Chinese stock market a minor setback or a sign of serious 

trouble for China’s economy? 
 
2. What accounts for Venezuela’s surging crime rate? 
 
3. What is to account for the decline in manufacturing in Canada? 
 
4. Will increasing protests against Malaysia’s prime minister jeopardize his rule? 
 
5. Can the leaders of India and Pakistan move beyond talk to genuinely improve 

relations? 
 

6. Has Jacob Zuma turned South Africa’s back on its historical respect for human 
rights? 

 
7. Can Dilma Rousseff bring renewed vitality to Brazil’s economy? 
 
8. Will the recent resignation of Guatemala’s president help or hurt the stability of 

his nation? 
 
9. Will China’s announcement that it will decrease its military spending calm worries 

by China’s neighbors? 
 
10. How will low oil prices impact the states of the Middle East? 
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11. Is Russia’s continued involvement in Syria good for the fight against ISIS? 
 
12. Has Japan sufficiently apologized to its Asian neighbors for crimes committed in 

World War II? 


